
Compost Troubleshooting chart 

Problem Cause Solution 

Pile is too Wet. Too much moisture. Add browns to soak up excess moisture. 

Pile too dry. Not enough moisture Add moist greens and/or water using a watering can or 

hose with shower head. 

Pile smells like ammo-

nia 

Too much nitrogen Add coarse browns. (leaves, sawdust) 

Pile smells like Rotten 

eggs 

Not enough air or too 

much moisture 

Turn or fluff pile and incorporate course browns. 

Pile just smells! Greens not covered Incorporate greens into browns  

Pile isn’t heating up/

decomposing slowly 

Lack of Nitrogen. 

Not enough air. 

Cold weather. 

Not enough moisture. 

Pile too small. 

Incorporate greens 

Turn/fluff pile. 

Insulate with straw or a tarp to warm. 

Add greens and/or water. 

Add more organics to increase size. 

Nothing is happening  Lack of nitrogen Add greens, Turn pile 

How to Use Compost 

ċ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ƛǎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƛƭǎ        
ŀƴȅǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 

ċ !ƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƻǇπ
ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƳǳƭŎƘΦ 

ċ ¦ǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǩƴƎ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻƛƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎΦ 

ċ FUN FACT! /ƻƳǇƻǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ нлл҈ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘǊȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ  
ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǧŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΗ 

ċ FUN WORM FACTS! ²ƻǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ мр ȅŜŀǊǎΣ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ мнл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  
9ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎƻƛƭ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ Ƙŀǎ    
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƳΗ 

 

 

To Contact Us 

CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

715 PRINCESS ANNE ST 

FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401 

(540) 372-1023 

 
Visit us on the web at: 

https://www.fredericksburgva.gov 

ONSITE  COMPOSTING 

ñI find that a real 

gardener is not a 

man who cultivates 

flowers; he is a man 

who cultivates the 

soil. ñ 

Karel Capek  

Correctly layering compost helps it to decompose more thoroughly.        

What is Composting & Why Do It? 
/ƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊōŜŘǎΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŎŀǊōƻƴ 
ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ 
 

Benefits of composting include: 

 wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭǎΦ 

 tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ōǳƭƪ ǘǊŀǎƘ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ 

 tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǿƴǎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ōŜŘǎΦ 

 /ǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŀōƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ 

Tips for Getting Started 

Decide what you want to compost.  
YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ǇƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴπ
ŜǊǎΦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǊŜΥ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿŀǎǘŜǎΣ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎǎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ǾŜƎƎƛŜǎΣ ŎƻũŜŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǘŜŀ ōŀƎǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƘǊŜŘŘŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ  
 

Choose your compose container. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƻǊ ǇǳǊπ
ŎƘŀǎŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ wŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳπ
ǇƻǎǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴπ
ǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ŀ ōƛƴ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƛƴǎΦ ! ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘŀƛƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀƴŘȅΦ 
 

Pick a Location. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳπ
Ǉƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎǳƴ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΣ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎŜǊǎ ōȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƛǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊ ƅƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŀπ
ōƭŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜ ŀǘ 
ǝƳŜǎΦ !ƭǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ /ƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ Ǌŀƛƴȅ 
ƻǊ ŎƻƭŘ ŘŀȅΦ  

What Can I Compost? 

¢ǿƻ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ Dw99b{ ŀƴŘ .wh²b{Φ [ŀȅŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ άǿƻǊƪέ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΦ DǊŜŜƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴǎΦ CƻǊ ƳƛŎǊƻƻǊƎŀƴπ
ƛǎƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ Ƴƻƛǎπ
ǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊΦ hŘƻǊƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƻȄȅƎŜƴΦ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ 
ǝƳŜΗ 

Take a look at the chart inside for good GREENS and BROWNS.  

A How To Guide for Citizens City of Fredericksburg Public Works Department  

CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

715 PRINCESS ANNE ST 

FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401 



Photo Caption 

Carbon/Nitrogen ratio 

is important  

for compost  

to form properly.  

A good ratio  

to keep in mind is  

3 BROWN:1 GREEN 

A dedicated 

 container for  

collecting kitchen  

scraps can be kept 

under the sink or on 

the counter,  

depending on how 

often you empty it.  

Kitchen containers 
can be as simple as a 

plastic coffee  container or a 
fancier specialty container. 

What else do I need to compost?  

Turning tools. Depending on the type of bin you choose, you may need 

to turn your pile from time to time. A small pitchfork or narrow shovel would 

work well. 

 Hose/Close by water source. 

Buckets/wheelbarrow to move finished compost. 

Thatôs it! 

How Big? 

Size your composter 

based on the amount 

of browns and greens 

you think you will be 

providing to the pile, 

and willing to maintain.  

Consider a larger bin if 

you have lots of leaves 

and/or grass clippings. 

You can build your own 

bin(s) or purchase 

them ready made. 

LINKS FOR ASSISTANCE 
Links for building own bins. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Build-a-Tumbling-Composter 
 

https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/how-to-build-a-compost-bin/ 
 

https://compostguide.com/18-cool-diy-compost-bin-designs/ 
 

How to fix my compost problems. Troubleshooting. 

https://www.planetnatural.com/composting-101/making/problems/ 
 

Winter composting. 

https://www.familyhandyman.com/garden/winter-composting-101/view-all/ 
 

Backyard Composting. (University of Maryland) 

https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_images/programs/hgic/
Publications/HG35_Backyard_Composting.pdf 
 

EPA Composting at Home. 

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home 
 

Composting Activities for Kids. 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/11729/Composting%
20Wastes%20to%20Resources.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
 

Worm Composting. 

http://homecompostingmadeeasy.com/wormcomposting.html 

 

Planning to Reduce Food Wastes. 

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/reducing-wasted-food-home 

                                              DIY Backyard Compost Options are numerous!     

Tumbler composters reduce the work needed to mix decomposing materials 
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